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(Continue scrolling to access the project & directions) 

9th Grade Honors ELA: Summer Reading  

 

     Summer Reading Expectations 

 

1) Read the novel below. 

 

2) Complete the Summer Reading Book Project (refer 

to “Summer Reading Project Directions” document)  

 

***Novels aligned to AP trajectory or of literary 

significance that have withstood the test of time and 

remained popular years after their publication. 

 

Title & Author Book Cover Summary 

The Curious 

Incident of the 

Dog in the 

Night-Time  

 

Mark Haddon 

 

Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries 
of the world and their capitals and every prime number 
up to 7,057. He relates well to animals but has no 
understanding of human emotions. He cannot stand to 
be touched. And he detests the color yellow. 

 
This improbable story of Christopher's quest to 
investigate the suspicious death of a neighborhood dog 
makes for one of the most captivating, unusual, and 
widely heralded novels in recent years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10th Grade Honors  ELA: Summer Reading 

 

     Summer Reading Expectations 

 

1) Read the novel below. 

 

2) Complete the Summer Reading Book Project (refer 

to “Summer Reading Project Directions” document)  

 

***Novels aligned to AP trajectory or of literary 

significance that have withstood the test of time and 

remained popular years after their publication. 
 

 

 

Title & Author Book Cover Summary 

House on 

Mango Street 

 

Sandra Cisneros 

 

 

The House on Mango Street is a 1984 coming-of-age novel 

by Mexican-American writer Sandra Cisneros. It deals 

with Esperanza Cordero, a young Latina girl, and her life 

growing up in Chicago with Chicanos and Puerto Ricans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AP Lang: Summer Reading Book List 



 

     Summer Reading Expectations 

 

1) Read ONE of the novels below. 

 

2) Complete the Summer Reading Book Project (refer 

to “Summer Reading Project Directions” document)  

 

***Novels aligned to AP trajectory or of literary 

significance that have withstood the test of time and 

remained popular years after their publication. 

 

Title & Author Book Cover Summary 

The Scarlet 

Letter 

 

Nathaniel 

Hawthorne 

 

 

In June 1642, in the Puritan town of Boston, a crowd 

gathers to witness an official punishment. A young woman, 

Hester Prynne, has been found guilty of adultery and must 

wear a scarlet A on her dress as a sign of shame. 

I Know Why the 

Caged Bird 

Sings 

 

 

Maya Angelou 

 

 

 

Sent by their mother to live with their devout, self-

sufficient grandmother in a small Southern town, Maya 

and her brother, Bailey, endure the ache of abandonment 

and the prejudice of the local "powhitetrash." At eight 

years old and back at her mother’s side in St. Louis, Maya 

is attacked by a man many times her age—and has to live 

with the consequences for a lifetime.  



Incident in the 

Life of a Slave 

Girl 

 

 

Harriet Jacobs 

 

Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl is an autobiography by 

a young mother and fugitive slave. The book documents 

Jacobs' life as a slave and how she gained freedom for 

herself and for her children. Jacobs contributed to the genre 

of slave narrative by using the techniques of sentimental 

novels "to address race and gender issues." She explores 

the struggles and sexual abuse that female slaves faced on 

plantations as well as their efforts to practice motherhood 

and protect their children when their children might be sold 

away. 

Of Mice and 

Men  

 

 

John Steinbeck 

 

The compelling story of two outsiders striving to find their 

place in an unforgiving world. Drifters in search of work, 

George and his simple-minded friend Lennie have nothing 

in the world except each other and a dream. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_abuse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slave_plantation


AP Lit: Summer Reading Book List 

 

     Summer Reading Expectations 

 

1) Obtain your own copy of  How to Read Literature 

Like a Professor and annotate as you read. You should 

have at least ONE key observation for each chapter.  
                                                                      

AND 
 

2) Read the novel below and complete the Summer 

Reading Book Project (refer to “Summer Reading 

Project Directions” document)  

 

                                                                     *Novels 

aligned to AP trajectory are of literary   

                                                                     significance and have withstood the test of time. 

 

Title & Author Book Cover Summary 

 Jane Eyre 

 

 

Charlotte Brontë 

 

Jane Eyre describes the passionate love between the 

courageous orphan Jane Eyre and the brilliant, brooding, 

and domineering Rochester. The loneliness and cruelty of 

Jane’s childhood strengthens her natural independence and 

spirit, which prove invaluable when she takes a position as 

a governess at Thornfield Hall. But after she falls in love 

with her sardonic employer, her discovery of his terrible 

secret forces her to make a heart-wrenching choice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



English 101: Summer Reading Book List 

 

     Summer Reading Expectations 

 

1) Read the novel below. 

 

2) Complete the Summer Reading Book Project (refer 

to “Summer Reading Project Directions” document)  

 

*Novels aligned to College-level writing classes are of 

literary significance and have withstood the test of 

time. 
 
 

 

Title & Author Book Cover Summary 

The Color 

Purple 

 

Alice Walker 

 

This is the story of two sisters—one a missionary in Africa 

and the other a child wife living in the South—who sustain 

their loyalty to and trust in each other across time, distance, 

and silence. Beautifully imagined and deeply 

compassionate, this classic novel of American literature is 

rich with passion, pain, inspiration, and an indomitable 

love of life. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

Directions for the Summer Reading Project (All Levels) 
 

 
 

Link to Major Works 
Data Sheet:  

Your summer reading project will be completed on the Major Works Data Sheet  

If you have a SUSD Gapps account, start by Clicking this Link 
● Make a copy of this sheet before you begin working so that you can edit 

and submit it at your convenience.  

If you DO NOT have a SUSD Gapps account, start by Clicking this Link 

Due Date:  This assignment is due on the first day of school.  

Directions:  1.  Read and follow these guidelines carefully.  

2.  Complete the MWDS as you read the novel.  

3.  Use your text as your primary source. You may also use other reliable internet 
sources to find additional information for each category.  

4.  PLAGIARISM FROM ANOTHER SOURCE AND/OR CLASSMATE WILL RESULT IN 
A FAILING GRADE. Do not copy and paste from SparkNotes or other online 
sources – I will know, trust me!  
5. If you have any questions about anything, please reach out to your instructor.  

 

 

Date of Publication:   If the novel has multiple dates of publication, use the original date when 
completing your MWDS.  

Genre: Indicate what type of publication the work is (novel, play, autobiography, short 
story, poem, nonfiction, etc).  

Major Topics:  Identify three to five major topics (the big issues that are included/discussed).  

Plot Summary: As you have read the book, this should be in your words. Do not copy and paste 
this from an online source (I will know, I always know). Just as you would tell a 
friend about the book you are reading – describe the story. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19NaAVqffjuLjmk8hP3QE1I7gJFku-CnLruiftOVCb_0/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1e0U4P0FMz7fcFNtwuN3fSb2z6nG32OAV/view?usp=sharing


 Describe the author’s 
style/An example that 
demonstrates the style: 

Consider the following questions when analyzing style: What point-of-view does 
the author use (first person, third person limited, omniscient)? Does the author 
use grammatically incorrect elements such as run-on sentences or fragments? 
Discuss the author’s use (or lack) of imagery. Discuss the diction used by the 
characters. Discuss the author’s use (or lack) of dialogue. 

Memorable Moments-
Quotes/Significance:  

Discuss at least four significant quotes. Do not copy/paste from Spark Notes or a 
similar website! Which quotes do you find significant? Copy the quote (include 
quotation marks and citation) and explain why the quote is striking. Is it 
significant to the work as a whole? Does it reveal one of the major themes of 
the work? How does this particular quote make you think?  

Motifs:  Identify two - three recurring ideas or images in the text. For example if a lot of 
action occurs on or near water, that is a motif. Discuss the significance of each.  

Characters/Role and 
Significance/Adjectives:  

Discuss at least five to six major or minor characters. Again, do not copy/paste 
from another source. Fill in all three sections for each the character. Even minor 
characters can be very significant in adding meaning to a text.  

Setting: Identify the various settings used in the literary work. (Setting = time, place, 
events that occur). Briefly describe the settings. How does the narrator view 
each setting? How do changes in setting affect the major characters? How is the 
setting significant?  

Significance of the 
opening scene: 

Explain how the opening scene “sets the stage” for the rest of the novel. Do you 
learn anything significant about any of the major characters in the opening 
scene? How is the exposition established for the conflict, or the action?  

Significance of the 
closing scene:  

Explain how the closing scene resolves (or does not resolve) the major conflicts 
in the literary work. Do you learn anything significant about any of the major 
characters in the closing scene? Is the conclusion satisfying? Why or why not?  

Symbols: Identify at least three symbols – and include what they represent. Now go one 
step further and discuss what they add to the text. Do they help develop a 
character, do they reveal a theme, etc. 

Additional Literary 
Devices: 

Include at least two more – allusion, juxtaposition, foreshadowing, 
understatement, personification, imagery, tone, metaphor, etc. Discuss the 
significance of each, and how they add to the meaning of the work. 



Possible Themes: Discuss at least three possible themes in the work. Do not copy/paste from 
Spark Notes or a similar website! Each theme should be several words (“love” is 
not a theme. “Love can conquer anything” is). Explain how each theme is 
demonstrated. For example: One of the themes of Poe’s “The Raven” is that too 
much isolation can lead to madness. If one tries to handle the crisis on his own, 
he may become emotionally or mentally unstable. In “The Raven,” the 
protagonist is grief stricken over his wife’s death and has no one to turn to. 
Therefore, he gradually becomes emotionally and mentally unbalanced (so 
much so that he believes a raven is tormenting him).  

 
 

 

 

 
Approaches 
Standard 

(1-2) 

Meet 
Standard 

(3-4) 

Exceeds 
Standard 

(5) 

Title, Author, Genre & Historical Information:  
Lists all correctly; Genre label is standard and appropriate; discusses world 
events which are relevant to the purpose or meaning of the work 

 
 

  

Genre Characteristics & Major Topics:  
Gives appropriate reason why text belongs to that genre, referencing 
important features; includes major topics that are addressed 

   

Plot Summary: 
Has key events from the text, including significant events referenced; 
includes significant plot points: that is not copied and pasted from a 
website. 

   

Author’s Style & Style Example: 
Mentions prominent literary techniques used by author; gives specific  
quotation or describes a specific passage that represents the techniques 
listed under “Author’s Style.” 

   

Memorable Quotes:  
4 quotes of a sentence or more with page or act/scene/line #s. 
Significance is related to meaning or effect of the work as a whole. 

   

Characters:  
All major or important are listed; role is in terms of social or human type; 
significance is related to meaning or effect of the work as a whole.  Three 
adjectives to describe each. 

   

Motifs & Setting: 
Accurate identification of motifs with their significance; detailed 
description of setting (location, time period) including how setting adds to 
the meaning of the work. 

   

Significance of Opening and Closing Scenes:    



Goes beyond summary to discuss significance of opening and closing 
scenes, and how they add meaning to the work as a whole. 

Symbols & Two Additional Literary Devices: 
Accurate identification and description of major symbols, as well as two 
additional literary devices, with their significance.  

   

Themes: 
Three or more themes– that are phrased as statements rather than simply 
topics: how the author addresses each theme. 

   

Total: _______/50pts. 
 


